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Pop Media in 1985
I was never a big fan of music when I was younger. I had never considered it in the way that I do now. In 1985, my older sister would still cruise around our hometown in the coast of Florida, listening to her beloved pop music. The waves roaring against the cliffs were soothing as we drove along the backshore. I felt at ease sitting in the rear seat of her jeep, just staring out the window at the ocean, and I could hear Michael Jackson's hits.  At that point, I was certain I had found something I liked, and that it would be pop. I was often fascinated by how well musicians like Phil Collins, Madonna, and Brayan Adams crafted a song before they came on. I decided I wanted to be like them one day at the time.
The year 1985 was a watershed moment in the history of music. The introduction of MTV and the compact disk were two big inventions. With progressive wave, heavy metal, rap, techno pop, indie rock, and the "new" country styles, music became more eclectic. Filmmakers, TV companies, and distributors of everything from shoes to soft drinks used hit songs and musical stars to advertise their goods, hence music became a major marketing tool. 
Pop stars like Michael Jackson soared to prominence in the rapidly rising society thanks to newly invented compact discs and the advent of the influential music channel MTV. Psychedelia, acid house, death metal, Goth rock, hip hop, and folk were among the many genres of music that emerged in 1985. The rise, in 1985, of small pop bands like the New Romantics, who achieved fame in basement clubs, fueled the pop era of that year. These small bands influenced me and my peers to dress in exuberantly crazy outfits and change our dance styles.
Music in 1985 also contributed a lot to social well being of the suffering people in the then developing countries. For instance, a few musicians from Florida assisted in the organization of aid for hungry people in Ethiopia, and they later arranged two aid live concerts to raise $50 million for African famine relief. This motivated me and my fellow teenager from the coast of Florida to start a foundation that we dubbed ‘Help the Needy Foundation’.  Our main mission was to mobilize resources and help the vulnerable in our immediate surrounding. In most of our open-air fundraising events, we played popular pop music and therefore so many people were attracted. 
Worth noting is that other than becoming an eclectic source of entertainment, advertisement and social welfare enhancement, the rise of pop music in 1985 had significantly negative impact on our lives as youths of Florida. In particular, I spent three to four hours a day listening to music and watching music videos, which was more time than I spent with my peers outside of school. This also altered my study habits and led to drop in my grades. This trend cut across the groups of fellow peers who had become lovers of the rising pop music. 
In conclusion, 1985 was the year in which pop music industry underwent a real transformation, not only in Florida but throughout the entire world. Since digital recording became available that year, pop culture exploded in popularity. Michael Jackson and Prince, for example, came to prominence in the pop music scene. Music as form of media was also used as a tool of advertisement and a medium of promoting local, national and international welfare. As I have noted, despite the positive impact of music, it equally had negative impacts on me and my peers at that time such change in study patterns.
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